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THE GREAT
DEBATE
YOUNG LEADERS
CONFERENCE

THE GREAT DEBATE: A PROGRAM FOR 9TH
GRADE STUDENTS
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The Great Debate is a highly competitive communications
event that pits community teams against each another in a
battle for the coveted “Silver Cup”. The first Great Debate
took place in 1989 and has grown to include seven tourna-
ments around the nation, as well as a national championship
event.

Community teams consist of 16-36 students who train to
compete in one of the four following events: Mock Trial,
Cross Examination, Extemporaneous Speaking, or Oratory.
Each event is centered around a specific “topic” developed
by NHI that centers around an issue of importance to the Lat-
ino community. One of the events, such as Oratory, further
requires the use of Spanish as an element of the student’s oral
presentation. Preparation for the four-day tournament spans
from March to May, where students realize early on that the
work of advanced “training” and preparation engages not
only their intellect, but also their personal value systems.
The six-week program differs in that 1) teams are formed
upon arrival, and 2) no advance preparation is required as
time is buiit into the program for students to train for their
event. Great Debate students compete in four rounds before
moving on to the Sweet Sixteen, then the Elite Eight, then the
Final Four, until champions are determined for each event.
Students who advance as finalists in The Great Debate re-
ceive an invitation to compete in Celebracion, NHI’s major
showcase program that takes place annually in November
in San Antonio, Texas. To participate in the Great Debate,
applicants must have completed 9th grade and have a mini-
mum of a 3.2 GPA. Application deadlines are indicated on
the official Great Debate student application. For ease of
process and a faster response regarding admission, students
are strongly encouraged to complete their application online.
Paper applications can be downloaded from the website or
obtained from a high school counselor.

FORMS OF STUDENT SUPPORT AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Participating Colleges And Universities: Seven colleges
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and universities have agreed to act in “host” roles for The
Great Debate programs for 2012. These host institutions are
doing their part to help NHI keep program costs affordable
for students and their families. They include: Austin Col-
lege in Sherman, Texas; the University of Texas at Austin,
Texas; Texas A&M at Kingsville, Texas; Texas Tech Univer-
sity in Lubbock, Texas; Augustana College in Rock Island,
Illinois; DePauw University in Greencastle, Indiana, and;
Villanova University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The
National Championship will be held at Celebracion in San
Antonio, Texas, in November of 2012. Services provided
by host universities include underwriting housing, food,
and facility use for the nearly 1,200 youth who attend, and
they also provide an average of 40 volunteers for each of
the eight debate tournaments. Costs associated with these
services are provided as scholarships in order to keep stu-
dent tuition affordable to parents and community sponsors.
The estimated scholarship provided by host colleges to in-
dividual students is estimated at $75 per day which amounts
to a $300 scholarship for the four-day program, or a $450
scholarship for the six-week program.

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

NHI appreciates its nearly 1,200 high school, college, and
adult volunteers that help support the annual youth leader-
ship programs of the National Hispanic Institute. These
community volunteers play a vital role in helping keep costs
down and providing key educational services. Using a fed-
eral government approved formula of $12 an hour as the
means to calculate the value of volunteer services, NHI an-
nually marshals over $600,000 in in-kind services that trans-
lates into an average scholarship of $271 per student that
would otherwise be added to student tuition costs.

Other Scholarship Assistance: Yearly, NHI staff make pres-
entations to various sources of funding to solicit support for
students who qualify for admission, but who may not have
the financial support to fulfill the program
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Apply ONLINE>> www.nhi-net.org






